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European War, the extent, the duration, and the consequences of which no 
human eye 'an foresee. 

3. That this meeting cannot but regard the war with Russia as furnish- 
ing additional illustration of the evils that have frequently come upon this 
country from the practice, unhappily too common in our history, of inter- 
fering by force of arms in the quarrels of other nations ; and is of opinion, 
that it is the duty and wisdom of the English people to urge upon their 
Government the adoption of the full principle of non-intervention in their 
foreign policy. 
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Agents. — Besides some Local Agents chosen in different sections of the 
country to look after our cause in their immediate vicinity, our Committee 
have re-appointed the Rev.HENRY Snyder, as Lecturing Agent in Western 
New York, and the Rev. A. C. Hand, for Wisconsin and adjacent States. 
We would commend them both to the Christian community, but especially to 
the friends of Peace in their respective fields of labor, as worthy of much con- 
dence, and trust they will meet a cordial welcome and zealous co-operation. 

Stipulated Arbitration. — Our late annual Report spoke somewhat in 
doubt whether our rulers would fully accede to our request for an Arbitra- 
tion Clause in the important treaty so long pending between us and Eng- 
land ; but we are glad to find in the treaty just ratified with Mexico, and in 
the Canadian Reciprocity treaty reported for substance in the papers, so much 
evidence of a growing disposition to adopt the principle for which we plead. 

The Mexican Treaty contains this article : — Art. 7. Should there at any 
future period (which God forbid) occur any disagreement between the two 
nations which might lead to a rupture of their relations and reciprocal peace, 
they bind themselves in like manner to procure, by every possible method, 
the adjustment of every difference ; and should they slill in this manner not 
succeed, never will they proceed to a declaration of war without having pre- 
viously paid attention to what has been set forth in Article Twenty-one of 
the Treaty of Gaudaloupe for similar cases, which Article as well as the 
Twenty-second, is here reaffirmed. 

The Article here referred to is in these words : — " If unhappily any disa- 
greement should hereafter arise between the governments of the two repub- 
lics, whether with respect to the interpretation of any stipulation in this 
treaty, or with respect to any other particular concerning the political or 
commercial relations of the two nations, the said governments, in the name 
of those nations, do promise to each other that they will endeavor, in the 
most sincere and earnest manner, to settle the differences so arising, and to 
preserve the state of peace and friendship in which the two countries are now 
placing themselves, using, for this end, mutual representations and pacific ne- 
gotiations. And if, by these means, they should not be enabled to come to 
an agreement, a resort shall not, on this account, be had to reprisals, aggres- 
sion, or hostility of any kind, by the one republic against the other, until the 
government of that which deems itself aggrieved shall have maturely consid- 
ered, in the spirit of peace and good neighborship, whether it would not be 
better that such difference should be settled by the arbitration of commission- 
ers appointed on each side, or by that of a friendly nation. And should such 
course be proposed by either party, it shall be acceeded to by the other, un- 
less deemed by it altogether incompatible with the nature of the difference, 
or the circumstances of the case." 

The phraseology here is objectionable ; but the general idea is clearly that 
of adjusting, as we propose, all future difficulties by reference in the last re- 
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sort to umpires mutually chosen. The terms are not sufficiently precise and 
unequivocal to hold the parties against their will, as perhaps no language 
could ; but th; article is certainly an advance in the right direction, and 
would, if interpreted by correct practice in other cases, come to mean just 
■what we ask. 

The Canadian Treaty, or that part, we may suppose, of the long pending 
treaty with England which refers to the Fisheries, and Reciprocity of Trade 
with the British Provinces, is represented to provide for the final adjustment 
of misunderstandings in regard to its terms, by arbitration. This provision 
ought to cover all misunderstandings relative to any and every treaty be- 
tween us and England; but we fear it may not, though thankful for such a 
recognition of the principle, and confident that it will, if fairly tried, work its 
way more and more into favor. 

We have still another treaty with England on the same principle, one ne- 
gotiated by Mr. Everett, and under which Judge Upliam is now acting as 
our Commissioner for the settlement of a multitude of disputes that have 
arisen between the two countries for nearly forty years. The Commission- 
ers, with their Umpire, Joshua Bates, Esq., are working out the same 
problem — the rational, peaceful settlement of disputes between nations as be- 
tweenjndividuals and minor communities. Perhaps we ought for the pres- 
ent to be satitfied with the results which our theory is thus working. 
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